Provision of immunisation--the Gazankulu experience.
Following the outbreak of poliomyelitis in Gazankulu in 1982, the immunisation services in Gazankulu were thoroughly examined. As a result of this, a comprehensive immunisation policy for Gazankulu was accepted in November 1986. The broad aim of the policy is to provide effective immunisation to all Gazankulu residents against tuberculosis, diphtheria, pertussis, tetanus, poliomyelitis and measles. A specific objective is that by the end of 1987, 85% of under-5s should have been vaccinated against these six diseases and by the end of 1990 this percentage should be 97%. The detailed strategies to reach these objectives are highlighted. Within the framework of the objectives, the policy allows different areas to formulate individual strategies. Programme monitoring and community involvement are two crucial aspects of the policy and these are discussed in detail. The early successes and difficulities in implementing this policy are discussed.